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GENERAL SITUATION

1, From 1931 to 1946 the number of members of the Shanghal Sstonizn commnity
varied from 120 to 150, Of these members, about 30% were born in Bsbonss and
spoke the language fluently; 60 were naturalized Estonian eltivens thveugh
marriage or other means {sse helow); the remaining 10% were persous slaiming
Estonian citizenship or holding questionable passports,

Now (April 1948) the Shanghai Estonian commmity consists of 110 persons; fowor
than 70 of these are of Estonian origin, 32 of these 70 being horn in Eotonis.
(See paragraph 16). The remainder of the present Estomian commurity became
Estonian ecitizens through marriage, passport purchases, ste.

2, There is little political organization or activity on the part of ihe Shanghe.L
Estonian community. The only meebings of a political nsture which are held
with any regularity are yearly celebraitions such as Estonian Indepenience Day,
The majority of the local Estonjan commnity ere poor workers, cmployed most.
with foreign fimms, There have been soveral stitempis op the part of the locel
Estonian communityto organize a social group, but for various peli
and the lack of necessary funds, this has not been accamplished, !
the local community is organized under the Estonian Society (Commual
Selts", whose Executive Committee is as follows: ' .
President: A. lLohmus Mepbers P. Jakovson
Secretary: V. Miller Member and Advisor; A. Parapriate
Treasurer: A. Shillert ’

sal reascns
oresert,
Syy "Bestl

3, A. lohmus is the unofficial Estonian Consul General in Shanghsi and the Gstomicr
Consulate is in his residence at 125/102 Avenue Roi Albert (Soath Sheasi Roatt) &
Other me rs of the Consulste staff are the following Seeretariss: Mrs. Ko
Iohms (wife of A, Lohmus), L. Prommik and V. Miller., The functicnsz of the
Estonian Consulate are negligible; members of the Estonian commiaity visit
the Consulate once a year to have thelr visas extended~-thie coste UshY7 per

passport per year. CQNFIDE“!_[AL
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4, Prior to the oytbreak of VWorld tar IT » the majority of the members of the Shanghsi
Estonian community were plamning to return to Estonia, However, this was not possitle
because of the Japanese invasion of China, In 1939, an orgenization called "Eesti Seltat
s formed vith its office on the premises of "Domino" on Avenue Roi Albert, The
organigation had the use of one rpoam on the third floor of this building: the room vas
fumished throysh P. Jakobson, an Estonian who gave the merbers of the organizaticn
permission to uyse the room omce a veek, The main purposes of "Eeatl Selts" were t0 ot
tablish better contact with Estonia,.to obtain Estonian literature for the use of
meabers of the local ecamrunity and to aid local Estonfans who vere in need, In 193¢,
the members of the Tixecutlve Comuittee of "Eesti Selts" were:

Vo Jannes (7 G, Janus), President Ao Shillert, Treasurer
E, Kask, Vice President . P, Jekobson, Membex
Vo Miller, Secretary . .. . H. Bergman, Member

YZesti Selts" vms foreed to close in 1940 beeause of action by Soviet officials in
Shanhai (See paragraphs 5-6). ‘

5¢ 1In the early fall of 1940 there were various indications that the Shanghai Istonizn
Consulate would be closed by the Soviet authorities, Howewver, Paul Rumberg, then
Estonian Consul in Shanghal, dismdssed these rumors as unfounded. At that Lime the
Estonjan Consulpte was at 232 Yu Yuen Road, the private residence of Runberz., About,
September 1940, part of the documents of the Cstonian Consulate were removed to the
home of A, Shillert. At that time it was announced thot the Estonian Consulate was movad
to 203 seymour Read, Apartment 2. This move s apparently accomplished because of in-
creasing indications that the Soviet authorities would take control of the Estonien Con
sulate and its pfficlal records. In October 1940 it was announced that ihe Gstonian
Consulate vaa upder the comtrol of the local Soviet authorities and that Estonia vae
part of the o AL the time of this announcement, Rumberg became geriocusly 113,

and died a short time later,
- In September 1940 the Soviet authorities issved the first demand r-egardin;; the turning

over of the Estonian files. This damand was forwarded from the Soviet Gmbassy in

Tokyo and was mede by S. Budkevich, vwho came to Shanghai from Tokyo to take possession
of the Fstonian records for the USSR, This request of the Soviet authorities was made
through V, iller vho acted on behalf of Rumberg, Hiller, at that time Secretary of

the Ostonian Copsulate, informed Putkevich that the files would not be turned over 4o
the Soviet authorities and that the files would remain in the possession of the Bstonian
Consulate, Miller had no authority to act for the Estonian Consul Genoral after Rune
berg?s death and A, Lohmus, Estonian Consul in Harbin, was notified to come to Shanyge
hal to tale charge of Lstonian affairs in the area, On 19 October the Sovich authoritics
raided the Eetonian Consulate and confiseated all the official papers on the premiscs,

e 25X1A .

h China Daily News: "Soviet, Police and Court Officials Enter Premises, Consul
mﬂr: C!;’y ego S, incic_ient"of international Importance occurred in Shanghal ‘

_ en the morning of 18 October 1940 vhen representatives of the Soviet Embassy and the
Sovict Consulate in Japan, Shanghai Settlement Police and First Special piftfict Court.
officials proceeded to the Estonian Consulate at 203 Seymour Road and asked Dstonian
officials thers to surrender their documents and archives, which they did, One cabi-
net containing documents vas given to F. S, Badar of the liest Hongkew Police vhe wrote -
a receipt for it, but the key for opening the cabinet vas left in the lmixclez of.Vekli'Lll;i’ o
Honorary Seeretary of the Istonian Consulate. Miller declared last nipght that albhough
the Datonian Consular Archives had been taken avay, it would help the Soviet authoritic:

only a 1little tas the Lstonian Consulates and Legations are all over the world and }
automatically we are represented by the nearest Estonian Consulate.! e also memticmed
that there are about 140 Estonians in Shanghai and that of this mumber enly 2% have so
far applied for Soviet passports, He asserted that the rest of ths local Hstonians
did not wish to have anything to do with the Soviects, Miller alleged that at 11:0%

a. m, veprescntatives from the First Special District Court, including onc Special
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Court armed guard, \'est Honpkew Police--in the persons of ¥, 5. Badar and some
Chinese Constables-~and Soviet Dmbassy officials from Japan entered his oifice.

He further alleged that 1!, Sharikov represented the Soviet Consulate in Tokyo and li,
Serpei Budkevich (7Putkevich), Chief of the Consular Section of the USSR Lmbassy inm
Tokyo was also in the raiding party. Therc were five Estonian officials present at
the time, including Miller himself., He alloged that the Settlsment Police insisted
that the Gatonian officials surrender their keys, threatening to use force. A

court order issucd by Judge HSIAO was produced by the party. Th~ Estonian officials
asked for help., Ur, Long, Secretary of the Horwegian Consular Body, and Norvegian
Senior Consul Hr. Scheel were said by Miller to have commnicated with the Bubblingz
Well Police, but no help came, Niller and his colleagues vere forced to surrender the
decuments, The cabinet containing Consular documents was Kkept by F. S, Bacar unsil
further notice, Miller said.!),

After the above raid took place » Ao Iohrms arvived in Shanghai {late October 1940) .
He convened a meetiny of local Istonians and "Zesti Selts" vas reorganized and s new
organization, still under the name "Eosti Selts", was formed at 203 Seymour load,
The Brecutive Committee of the new "Eesti Selts" included:

A. lohmus, President H. Bergman, lember

V. tiller, Secretary - . P, Jakobson, lember

A. Shillert, Treasurer - A. Paraprints, Ilemher

ihen lohmus was elected President, he promised to oppose the Soviet authorities,
Since this meeting and election, Lohmus has refused to call another genoral meeting
although the rules of the Society state that a meeting is to be called once each
year. He zives no explamation for this except to state that no meetings are
necessary; hovever, he lnows that if a general meeting were called, he would probavly
losc his position,

Aftor the raiding of the Lstonian Cemsulate (sce paragraph 6),. Iohmus wos ziven five
eases of various Consulate records and files to keep {those vhich had beer. moved ts
the hame of Shillert). To date, these files, containing important papers relating

to the Estonian commnity, arc being kept by Lohmus, Although he is acting as tae

- representative of the Estonian comanity, it haa been imposaible for RBstorian citi-

sens concerned to get theilr political records and filegwwcopics of passports, rili-
tary records, etc, . .

During ‘lorld ilar II vhen the Germans occupied Estonia in 1941, the Estonian Consulate
in shanghai arranged with the local German authorities for all Estonians in China
to come under (ierman protection. Iohmusis collaboration was acecepted by ihe Gormeu
officials and he even managed to get finmancial and medical aid from the German Consulotn
and to have the passports of Estonian citizens extended. During “orld \ar I¥ in Shangs=
hai,if sny Egtonian eitizen wished to travel frem one city to ancther, his passport
had to be in order—oi, e., the seal of the German authorities had to be affixed tew
cause the Japanese authorities did not recognize the Estonian passports nol bearirvs the
stamp of the German authorities. Iohmus supplied the German Consulate with a congdetn
list of Estonians in Shanghai. The German authoriiies wonld extend the pasgsport of an
Estonian citizen in Shanrhal if the citizen produced a membership card from the Esthop-
ian Society "Besti Selts." These membership cards were issued only by Lohmus. During
Vorld Var II in Shanghai, Iohmas as recognized by the German authorities as the lwad
of the Istonian community. At the end of World War IT in 1945, some local Estonden
citizens were concerned because their passports had official German stamps on them
amd asked Iohmus about this retter, Instead of calming their worries, he actunlly in-
creased their anxiety, Hovever, for a certain amount of money Iohmus was willing %o
issue nev passports to them. Uhen Iohmus took over the Estonian Consulats in Sharghed
and the remaining documents vhich were left after the Soviet authorities had finldhed,
there were 128 blank Estonian passports, It is believed that some Germans in Shanzhal
escaped repatriation by obtaining one of these Rstonian pasgports, Therc were two
German women from the Germanm Consulate in Shanchal who obtained REstonian cibtizenship
by marrying Estonian sallors in 1945, One of these vomen was Baronoss Knabe, a German
Conaulate Staff Secretary; she paid US$300 to Mr. Aunapuu for the mrriaze. She was
not interned nor repatriated, but left Shanghai alone for Switzerland in 1946 as en
Estonian citizen. This entire affair with Xnabe was arranged through the Shanghai.

Estonian Consulate, -
NFIDENTIAL
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After 194). in Shanghai, it was necessary for all Ests ﬁmi% %% lsave
Shanghai or desiring aid from the German Consulate (which took charge of Estonian
affairs during the occupation of Shanthai) to be members of esti Selts," A
membership eard ms issued by A. Iohmus and signed by V., Miller. This card had
to be presented to the German Consulate vhere the applicant was given a five page
form to complete, The form consisted mainly of information regarding the 1ife
history of the individual desiring aid and was chopped by the Reprosentative of the
Germn Government in Shanghai only after being checked and approved, In some cases
it e necessary to get a dooctor?s certificate stating that the individusil vas 31l
and had to travel for reasons of healt) « The passport, which bore the seal of the
German Consulate vhen approved, cost six German marks and was goed for 4 period of
six months, The only individuals who were required to pay were those vho did not get,
aid of some zort from the German Consulete, Funde used by the Estonian Consuliate
in Shanghai were given by the Germman Consulate and in turn assessed against the
Estonfan Government . During the early daye of Viorld Var IT s 807 of the Estonian
Comminity received aid from the German consu]ate, the decision being left with lohwus
as to who actually needed aid, The majority of the Estonian comunity receiving
assistance vsre poor pople, mostly seamen, A1l arrengement.s for aid, ete, were
handled through Iohms of the Estonian Consulate and Bruveler of the German Consulate
(Sec paragraph 17 for a 1list of Estonians vho received aid},

In 1943 there were indications that Iohrs had not beon representin: the Estonian
sommunity properiy and a petition was started by liller to have Iohms replaced as tre
represendative of the community. Iohmus vas notified of this action and Miller wvae
subsequently instructed by the Japanese authorities that it vias forbidden to call

any mectings without the proper authority. Permission to do this s not granted,
and, to date Lohms remains the unofficial representative of the Estonian community
in Shanghai,

With the end of Torld tar IT s the Shanghnd Estonisn community received sid through
UMRRA, the Estoniens coning under the category of displaced persons. These matters
vere handled through Lohmas and all relief given vas cleared through hin firet.,

There were indications that Lohms received elothing for members of the Estonian
comunity and sold it on the black market, iith the proceeds from this sale, Lohe
mis bought clothing of an inferior quality to that originally issued, and distributed
it to these Lstonians who vere in nead., In %his way, the demands of UMRRA were ssbis-
fied and at the same time Lohmus wms able to mike a profit for himself, lembers of
the local Estonion community did not oppose Lolmms because they vere mostly poor pesple
who feared the loss of the UNRRA aid in any form and becouse most of thew felt that
they would be repatriated to Estonia through the good offices of UNRRA. Sore loeal

In September 1946 Mrs, Nina Iobms, vifc of A, Iohmus, and Mies Val Didenko, sister
of Mrs, Iohmus, left Shanghai for the United States., The prineipal reasons for
their trip were to present the case of the Estonian community in Shanghai to
Estonians in the United States and to request help for the Shanshai Estonian
cammunity. In press articles in Shanghai regarding their departure for the United
States, both women were listed as Estonian citizens; lMrs. lohms vent as a diplomatie
representative and Miss Didenko went as & correspondent of the Istomian papar Mele
2ee vhich is published in the United States. Both of these women are of purs Russian
oFlgin and neither of them speaka the FEstonian language. Miss Didenko has no claim
to Cstonian nationality vhatsoever and the local Estonian commnity was disturbed
that she suddenly acquirsd Istonian citizenship and went to 4he United States as a
representati.e of the local Fetonian commmnity, The expenses of the trip for the twn
women vas paid by the Estondan £old reserve in Vashington and dissatiasfaction wms
expressed by the local Estonian conmunity over the faet that the individuals chosen
Vere not selected by the Estonian commnity itself and that neither of these TOmenR
had previcusly expressed any interest in Dstonian polities, None of the local
Estouni.:ns know the outcome of the two ladies? trip and Iohme refuses te divulge any
details, .

Members of the local Istonian commndty have approached Iohmus regarding entry into
the United States, Hc has answered all inquiries with tho statement thoat there 4s
no quota for Estonien subjects (this is not true) and that Estonian subjocts in
Shanghai cannot apply for American immigration wizas, It is knowm that at least
two individuals have been able to purchase Estonian eitizenship with the complete
kiowledge and approval of Iohaws {Sec paragraph 13},
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13, The followiag arc persons in Shanghai vho are not of Estonian crizin but vho
hold Estonian pasaports: . )
(1). 0. Fronmt, alias Oscar A, Tunner. He came to Shanchal im 1945 fram lanchuria
vhere he worked for the Japanese. From the Shanghai Estondan Consulate he obtained
a temporary certificate vhich stated that he was born in Estonia. He also obltalned
Russian Emigre papers. However, Tummer is not Dstonian, Fimish or Russian.
His Russian {2 -, ?Sovict) wife has admitted that her husband uses two namos.
(2) P. Cordikov (Jordikoff) and K. Gordikov, brothers, and lirs, M. Gordikev. The
Gordikov brothers are of pure Rusaian origin; however, they obtained Tstonian pass-—
ports from Lohmus, Iohmus atterpts to justify his action by stating that in 1940
vhen part of the Estonian Consulate documents vere moved to the premises of Shillert.
(ses paragraph 5), a relative of the Gordikov!s, the brothers helped Lehnus protect
tho official documents from the Sovict’authorities; hovever, the brothers had mothing
to do with any such actioh.
(3). E. Puhl, an Estonian, had to pay the Estonian Consulats USj125 for.his
wifots passport, K. Teinveld had to pay the Fstonian Consulate Uss225 for his wife's
passport, The exact number of passports issued by Lohmus upon payment. of zuch fees
is unknomm, '

A, IORNUS

14, A, Lohmus was the Honorary Estonian Consul in Harbin from 1932-1940, ihile in

Harbin, he ran an clectrical business, cne of the main sources of supply for the

~ Chinese Tastern Railway which then belonged to the Soviet Government., Ilohrusts
‘ousiness was fairly sucecessful and he became a wealthy man. After 1 July 1980
when the USSR onnexed Fstonia, lohmus left Ilarbin for Dairen, fearing Soviet
action aminst hin. In Dairen he helped lir. Ruthe, Honorary Lstonian Consul in
Dairen, to hand over the Dairen [stonian Consulate documents to the Soviet authoxd ties . -
{Hth the death of P, Iumberg, Bstonlan Consul in Shanthai, V. Hiller eabled Iohmus
in Dairen askin~ Lohmus to come to Shanghai and help with Gstorian affoirs. ILohsris
came to 3hanchai from Dairen in October 1940 after the Soviet authorities had ralded
the Estonian Consulate in Shanghas (paragraphs 5-.6) and simply toolk charge of the
Estonian commnity. V. Liller, as Secretary of the Shanghal Estonian Consulate,
asked lohrms to assist him in resisting the pressure bsing applied by the Soviet
authorities and lLohms promised to help; however, lohms quieted the vhole affair
and cooperated with Vice Consul Sergeyev of the Shanghai Soviet (onsulate, Some
local Cstonians bellev: that Lohmus does not wish to oppose the Soviet autheritles
beeause he fears he will Isse his properties in Harbin, Not very long afher his
arrival in Shanghei, Iohmus opened a butter and cheese business which has provided
him vith a substantial income, At that particuler period, it vas extremely 4iffi-
cult to get dairy products and through his connections Iohrus managed %o bulld up

a successful business which he is still running. Except for Lohmus, no membera

of the local Estonian comunity take an active part in any official or political
affairs, lohmus, however, is an opportunist--he always cooperates with the poople
and Government in power amd tries to presenmt himself to the Dstonian compunilty as
an Dstonian patriot.

V. MILIER

15. V. Miller has been approached by a local Soviet citizen vith the
following proposition: Miller should take out a Sovieb passport and advéertise in
the local papers that as an ex-Secretary of the Estonlan Consulate and the "Festi
Selts" Hiller has left tho Estonian commmity and no longer takes amy active part
in "Eesti Sclts" and/or the Estonian Consulate and that all members of the "Ecsti
Selts" vho are villing to change their passports should apply to V. iller. If he dosu
this, Miller vag promised an important position in the Soviet Consular
Service. His Soviet "friend" has warned Iiller that he will be a fool if he does
not. accept this offer, Miller is very mmch afrald that probably the Sovich authori-
ties hove found ocut about the official order which Miller has destroycd. In 1940,
wher the USSR annexed Estonia, a registered lstter came to Shanghai from the Soviet
anthorities in Estonia, lMiller received the letter from the post office stating
that all the Nistonian Consular papers and documents were to be handed over to the
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Norwegian Consulate in Shanghai . Miller, vho signed for this register:d

lettor in the post office, destroyed the letter and did not even show it

to the Consul General, who at that time vas P, Rumberg, and refused to grant

the order of to pgive up the Estonlan docunients, berating the Soviet authorities
in the local newspapers vhen the documents were removed by force, Milier

vants to go to the United States; he has two daushters who are married and living
there now, At present he is an accountant for Bresler, import~export fim. ‘

posaibly ten to 15 more persons in Shanzhai vho hold Estonian passports bul: Wwho
are not really Estonians and are not properly registered with the Rstcrian Cons.
late. Memes starred are those Estonian born in Estonia):

(1ist on following page)
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BACHMANN, ¢
BAUNANN, &
BAUMAN, (son)
BENIRVSKY. &
BENIZVSKY. U
BOCKLE, N
TOCKLER. {son)
BAJENOFF. J
DIDEMKO, M
DIDEINKO. V. (s
DRMKO, H
ENNOCK. A #
ENNOCK ., M %
WEIRGRK, J
BORDIKOFF, P
GORDIKOFF, X
GOLRDIKCFF, B
ILVES, U #
ILVES, G
TAKUB, L
JAKOBSON, P #
JAIRIS, G %
JAIUS, T #
JOUANSON, K#
JOHANISON, S =
KARB. J
KAFKA, T
KASK, & %
KAPIOR. A
KEISS, & %
KERNER., A
KBSIUIA. E #
KOOL, L %
KIRSCH, R
KNQIRE . B
KALINOVSKY., V
KORRGWITS, B
L1AKS. G %
IESTCHINSKY, K
TLSTCHINSKY, J
LiSTCHINSKY. |
1AGUS, A
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(F} PROST., A
" {F) RAUDSCO. R} *
él";) RAUDS00, 3 (son)
M)} REINTHAL, F
- (F) ROSENTHAL, B
(1) SAKS. A

#* {F} SCHILXE, i
(F} SCHILXE, 1
. (F) SCHILKE. &

ister of I'rs, Lohmus) {t:) SERIAMM, ?‘ *

(F: SCHQMBERG, A
(F) SCHOMBERG. V.
(F) SCHONBERG, K
(F) SCHOMBERG, &
(F} sCHOIBEHG, ¥
(F} SARAPOV, L
(1) SHILIE3T. & *
(F) SHILIERT. A
(F; SANDAU. ¢
(1) SPHENGER. M,
(F} SFHENGER. H
(F; SPRENGER. E
{F; SOMIK. L
(1) TAM, &
(F} Tanl. (wiie)
() BaRt. &+
(11} TUMNER., O. A.
(F} TUI.J
2?3 TRAUTUAG. I.
THALBERG . 1.4,
(1) TABERG. 7.4,
(F) TAMBERG, 1.A, (rife)
{1} TEINVEID, K %
(F) TSINWELD. J.
gF) TEIIVELD, D,
F} KOVAL, 4
(F) PODSTAVSKY. .
{F) VIINAL. I
(F}) ‘BEWGLASS. E
{son) {F) EINGLASS. &

LILLENTHAL. ¥ *

LILTSNTHAL, L
JILIENTHAL, L.
L&s, B
IEES. d

LILIS, R

1L, L
IAJUs. B
MIKKOR, L ®
VILIER, V #
VILIER, A
PUUSIKAS , V #
MOUSIKAS ., F
LUUSTKAS ., H
MIKITIN. A
NIKITIN, 8

ko (daughter)

REPQUITASCHY., N

(OLE, F %
PAUIBERG, § #
PARAPETITIS, A
PARAPIINTS, B
PIKEG:, P,
PUHL: E #
PUHL {vife)
T')')'V"i 1‘!{' I'
FLOST, & 4
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